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The 2020 Bishop’s Appeal has begun. Bishop Michael C. Barber, S.J. decided to continue with the
theme, Rebuild My Church, a phrase inspired by St. Francis of Assisi. By sharing our talent and
treasure with our sisters and brothers, we are making a sacrifice and returning to God a small
portion of the many gifts he has given to us.

By embracing Rebuild My Church, you are contributing greatly to building up the Kingdom of God
here in the East Bay. We are asked to pray for our fellow parishioners, clergy, leadership, and those
served by the ministries offered by the Church, and for the success of the 2020 Bishop’s Appeal. All
gifts to the Appeal are equally important. As stewards of our faith we are asked to make a sacrificial,
proportionate and thoughtful gift. Those who are blessed with more are challenged to give more, but
everyone is asked to respond.

Imagine what can be done in the name of our local faith community if every parishioner were
inspired by Rebuild My Church and participated in our annual Bishop's Appeal. While parishes rely on
the financial support of parishioners through weekly offertory collections, the diocese also relies on
these same parishioners to make possible the many services it provides to literally thousands of
individuals each year.

The Bishop’s Appeal provides funds to help offset some of the following programmatic expenses:
e Parishes & Schools in Need
e Clergy Formation & Support
e Religious Education & Faith Formation
e Pastoral Ministries & Services
e Priest Retirement & Care
Jesus Christ promised us at His Ascension: "l will be with you all days until the end of the ages." If
Christ has helped you and your family, if He has been generous to you, will you consider sharing
some of the blessings you have received with Christ and His Church?

Thank you for your prayers and gifts!
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